“From Matthew’s Point of View”
A journey through the Gospel of Matthew
Session Five – The Disciples in the Gospel of Matthew
(up to the Last Supper)
Matthew 4:18-22 – Disciples Respond to the Call
As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter
and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come,
follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left their nets and
followed him.
Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother
John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and
immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.
Matthew 9:9-13 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the
tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.
While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came
and ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why
does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go
and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous,
but sinners.”
Matthew 5:1-2 – Disciples Learn at the Master’s Feet
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples
came to him, and he began to teach them.
Matthew 8:23-27 – Disciples Often are Men of Little Faith
Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. Suddenly a furious storm came up
on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went and
woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!”
He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the
winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.
The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves
obey him!”
Matthew 9:14 –Disciples of Other Masters
Then John’s disciples came and asked him, “How is it that we and the Pharisees fast often,
but your disciples do not fast?”
Matthew 14:12 John’s disciples came and took his John’s body and buried it. Then they
went and told Jesus.
Matthew 22:15-16 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words.
They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians.
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Matthew 10:2-8 – Marching Orders and Authority
Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits
and to heal every disease and sickness.
These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his
brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas
and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles
or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, proclaim this
message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who
have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.
Matthew 12:1-2 – The Disciples Actions Reveal the Master’s Teaching
At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry
and began to pick some heads of grain and eat them. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to
him, “Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath.”
Matthew 12:46-50 – Disciples as the Family of God
While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting
to speak to him. Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to
speak to you.”
He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” Pointing to his disciples,
he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven
is my brother and sister and mother.”
Matthew 13:10-11, 36 – Puzzled Disciples
The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?”
He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given
to you, but not to them.
Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”
Matthew 14:13-20 – The Disciples as Mediators of Grace
As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and
it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves
some food.”
Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”
“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.
“Bring them here to me,” he said. And he directed the people to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the
loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. They all ate
and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left
over.
Matthew 13:22-36 – Fearful Disciples of Little Faith
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other
side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside
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by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, and the boat was already a considerable
distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.
Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw
him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.
But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
“Come,” he said.
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But
when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why
did you doubt?”
And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the
boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
Matthew 15:1-2, 10-16 – The Disciples Don’t Get It
Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked,
“Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they
eat!”
Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand. What goes into someone’s
mouth does not defile them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.”
Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended
when they heard this?”
He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the
roots. Leave them; they are blind guides. If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.”
Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.”
“Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked them.
Matthew 16:5-12 When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take bread. “Be
careful,” Jesus said to them. “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
They discussed this among themselves and said, “It is because we didn’t bring any bread.”
Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked, “You of little faith, why are you talking among
yourselves about having no bread? Do you still not understand? Don’t you remember the five
loaves for the five thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? Or the seven loaves for the
four thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? How is it you don’t understand that I was
not talking to you about bread? But be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.” Then they understood that he was not telling them to guard against the yeast used in
bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
Matthew 15:21-23 – The Insensitive Disciples
Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite woman
from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter
is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.”
Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away,
for she keeps crying out after us.”
Matthew 16:13-20 – The Uncertain Disciples – the Confession of Peter
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say the Son of Man is?”
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They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by
flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Matthew 16:21-23 – Disciples have Godly Priorities
From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and
suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that
he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never
happen to you!”
Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me;
you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”
Matthew 16:24-26 – To be a Disciple is to Deny Yourself
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but
whoever loses their life for me will find it. What good will it be for someone to gain the whole
world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?
Matthew 17:1-8 – Disciples are Called to Listen to Jesus
After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led
them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone
like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before them
Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.
Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three
shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”
While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said,
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”
When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. But Jesus came
and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” When they looked up, they saw no one
except Jesus.
Matthew 17:14-20 – The Disciples’ Lack of Faith
When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him. “Lord, have
mercy on my son,” he said. “He has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or
into the water. I brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him.”
“You unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you?
How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.” Jesus rebuked the demon, and it
came out of the boy, and he was healed at that moment.
Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?”
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He replied, “Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a
mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing
will be impossible for you.”
Matthew 18:1-3 – The Disciples Misunderstand Greatness – and Children!
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?”
He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. And he said: “Truly I tell
you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.
Matthew 19:13-14 Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his hands
on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked them.
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
heaven belongs to such as these.”
Matthew 18:21-22 – Disciples Are Called to Forgive
Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or
sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”
Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
Matthew 19:8-10 – Disciples Demonstrate Commitment and Fidelity
Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard.
But it was not this way from the beginning. I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for
sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.”
The disciples said to him, “If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better
not to marry.”
Matthew 19:23-27 – To Be A Disciple is to Forsake Riches
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to enter
the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
When the disciples heard this, they were astonished and asked, “Who then can be saved?”
Jesus said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
Peter answered, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?”
Matthew 20:17-19 – “The Twelve” are the Inner Circle of Disciples
Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the way, he took the Twelve aside and said to
them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief
priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the
Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!”
Matthew 20:21-28 – Disciples Lead through Service and Humility
Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked
a favor of him. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the
other at your left in your kingdom.”
“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am
going to drink?”
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“We can,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not
for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.”
When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. Jesus called them
together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high
officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great
among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—just as the
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Matthew 23:1-12 – True Disciples Practice What They Preach
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: “The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do
what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and
put them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move
them.
Matthew 24:1-9 – Disciples Can Expect Tough Times, and Must Be Discerning
Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his
attention to its buildings. “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not one stone
here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”
As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,”
they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the
age?”
Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name,
claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. You will hear of wars and rumors of wars,
but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation
will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in
various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.
“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by
all nations because of me.
Matthew 26:6-11 – Disciples are to be Generous in Worship
While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came to him with an
alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the
table.
When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?” they asked. “This
perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.”
Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a
beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me.”
Matthew 26:14-16 – Not all Disciples Remain Faithful
Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests and asked,
“What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?” So they counted out for him thirty
pieces of silver. From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over.
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